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LONDON, S.W.4, 


19th February, 1948 


Dear Feeley, 


You may be interested to sce the enclosed copy of a speech 
on the :alestine issue which was recently given to the Canadian 
Club at i.ontreal. 


‘ne copy of the speech has been sent to us ty our liigh 
Somnissioner in ‘anada, who says that the speaker, |r. Charles 
Issawi, is understood to be Hgyptian by origin and nas apparently 
been prominent in academic life, He is at present on a tour 
of Canada and probably also the United States giving the Arab 
side of the case. The speech was widely circulated by the 
Consulate of the Lebanon at Ittawa. 


Yours sincerely, 
—m— 


H.Beeley, Esq., 
Foreign Office. 


To: Canndian Club of iontresl, 


DUI tow 3 ix, Charles Issawi 
londay, January 26, 1945, -L, 


Perhaps you will -llow me to begin by telling yo f 
conflict between the arabs and Jews in Falestirne is not, before 
explaining whet it is, 


oF 
o 


It is not a racial conflict. The arabs are not anti-Senitic 
for the excellent reason that they too sre Senites. In fact if 
there is such a thing as 2 Semitic rece, the arabs can clair. to 
represont it nuch more closely than the Jcws of Europe or america, 
rany of whom have very little racial cornection with the Seritic 
Hebrews who inhabitcd Telestine. 


Nor do the Arabs have an anti-Jewish feeling ss such. all 
historians agree th:t the loslem arabs ( or indeed the l.oslem Turks, 
for that matter ) huve trectcd the Jews much better than have the 
Christians, (Jay this with regret, 2s a Christian who wishes that 
we would practise a little more what we preach). The Golden ge of 
the Juws was in hoslen Spain, where Jews shared fully in arab culture 
and where rany Jews distinguished themselves as statesmen, philosophers 
and scientists. When, some centuries later, Catholic Spain expelled 
the Jews it was Loslem Turkey which welcomed them settling tens of 
thousands of them in Salonikn, Constantinople, aleppo and Damascus. 


Until Zionism care to disturb relntions between the two peoples, 
the Jews livid happily in ost of ti.e arad countries, In Egypt, Lebanon, 
Syria and Iraq, yarticularly, they occupy a liading position in business 
and huve participated in all the political and cultural activities of 
those countrics,. 


The conflict is not, then, one between two nutually antipathetic 
races. Nor is it, prizarily, one between two hostile religions, Both 
Islam and Christianity owe a debt to Judaism, and lcslens sre nore 
erncious about this than are the Christians, i.oslers revere the Hebrew 
prophets as vell as Jesus and Lary and regard the Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures as sacred. Falestine is a land holy to the three great Lono- 
theistic religions (to Isla;. - and I stress this - as well as to Christ- 
ianity and Judaism) ard could sccorrodate all three without great 
difficulty. 


Nor is the conflict prinarily en cconoric one, though by now certain 
econonic intercsts are undoubtedly involved, The Jews who wish to settle 
fn Palestine do not do so in the hope of getting rich - if that were their 
ain they would have chosen 2 more suitable spot than that sisnll, barran, 
rocky land with its scanty naturel resources, 


Nor, finally, is the issue in Falestine a humanitarian one, though 
it is generally misrepresented <s such by Zionist propaganda. If the 
whole prcblem were to provide a2 shelter for the 600,000 or so displaced 
Jews of Europe, a solution could have been found within a few weeks, It 
is not presuming too much to say that if every member of the United 
Nations were willing to bear its share of the burden, homes could have 
been found for all the displaccd Jews - and for the much more numerous 
displaced Gentiles as well, That Falestine by itself cannot solve the 
problen even of the displaced Jews - 1uch less of the 13,000,000 Jews of 
the world - wis recently admitted by no less an authority than ir.Lehmann. 


CONFLICT FOLITICAL 


The conflict then, is not racial or religious or econoric, It is 
not one between the forces of hunmernitarianis:. cand those cf obscurantisn. 
The conflict is a purely political one - it is a clash between Jewish 
nationalism and arab nationalism. The Jews wish to have a State, in 
Palestine. This can be done only at the expense of the arabs, That is 
the heart of the issue and that is the one and only basis on which the 
Palestine controversy can possibly be judged. 


Jewish nationalism or political Zionisr. is a novexent rather less 
than 100 years old, It is a movernent born of despair, despair in ‘iestern 
civilization and in the ability of Jews tc live peacefully and fruitfully 
in the midst of Gentiles. It is based on the belief that Jews either 
should not or cannot become fully integrated members of the communities 


in whieh they live, full Fronelien cr americans cr Fussians, but mus ; 
on the contrary withdraw from all these countries and forr. 2 State of ww 


their own in which they can live their own lives, 


Hitler's horrible pogroms have of ccurse sreatly reinforced the 
appeal of Zionis:: anonz Jews, But many Jews are more impressed by the 
inmense inproverent in the status of Jews during the lest hundred years, 
in France, in England and in the United States and - perhaps rost 
Significant of oll because by far the more draratic = in hussia since 
the evolution of 1917 which transformed the position of Jexs beyond 
recognition. 


Neither I nor any Gentile is qualified to tell Jews to be either 


for or against Zionism, All we can do is to point cut that if a Jew 

is a Zionist he rust accept the logics1 consequence of his choice and 
ccnsider hirnself a forsigner in his own country, whether that be america, 
Russia, England or Canada, a foreigner everywhere outside Zion, 


It is the rvalizaticn cf this, perleps, which hed kept the nunmberf 
of Zionists at a small fraction of the total Jewish populaticn. In the 
U.sen. for instance - according to the Jewish Yearbook ror 1946 - the 
tctal number of Jewish men, woren and children affiliated to Zionist 
cr proeZionist organizations is only 6/4 of the total Jewish population 
and the same is true of England, France and cther countries. It cannot 
be too often cffirizud that Zionists represent only 2 small minority of 
Jews, This minority happens, however, te oe a highly crganized and 
vocal one, and few Jews have dered to challense its right to speak in 
the name of all Jewry, though come have, notadly, in this country, 
hr. habinowitch, in cn address delivered before this Club a year ago. 


So much for Jewish nationclism, arab nationalism is a rather 
differcnt phenomenon. I need hardly remind you that, in the early 
liid@le ages, the arabs founded the vastest empire of their tine and 
developed the ercatest civilization in the world. Nor need I remind 
you that that civilization deesycd, owing partly to internal weaknesses, 
pertly to a series of devastating invasions and conquests by the 
Crusaders, Tartars and Turks, 


In the 19th Century arab nationalism began to revive and increasing 
efforts were made beth to free the arab countries fron foreign domination 
and to reconstruct the political, socirl, cccnomic and cultural bases of 
the arab world = thet great task is still going on; it has still a great 
way te gos but no one whe ccmpares conditions today with what they were 
50 or even 30 years age can ninirize the achievement in industry, azgric- 
ulture, transport, educaticn, health services and general welfare, 


The foundation of the arab League in 1945, was intended to facilitate 
the task cf cnancipation and reecnstruction of the arab countries, by 
putting the knowledge ond resources of eich at the disposal of all the 
others. 


Such are the two contesting forces, However, since the controversy 
is about Palestine, the only way to judge it is to see first why the arabs 
object to Zicnisr and secondly, cand most inportant, whet are the clains 
of the two parties tc Palestine. 


SHY ARaBS OFFCSHe ZIONISI 





and first, it is neecsssry to ask why the arabs cf Falestine oppose 
Zicnisn. 


(a) It is clear that any pecple in ths world would resist 2 rass 
imuigraticn cf forcigners inpesed on them by an outside power, Renember 
that the Jews are alien to us in lingusge, culture, religion and way of 
life, hemember too that between 1931 and 1939 there was mere net inmigra} 
tion into tiny Talestine than intc the U.S., Canads, argeitina, Brazil 
and Auetralia combined. henember too that between 1945 and 1947 Palestine 

‘tock in nore Displaced Persons than the whcle Yestern henisphere,. 


You Canadians with a vast continent cf your own have not show 
yoursélves too liberal in your immigration policy. You should therefore 
fird it easy to understand us, 


(b) Especielly, and this is the crux, that the Zionists are not 
entering Palestine with the intenticn cf being cssimilated (as did for 


3. 


eos thy eae its into the U.S, or Canada) nor of becoming loy b 
ubjects of an already existing State, but -f founding a State of na a 
owns 150. of tise over arabs or expellin.: then, 


(c) Please de not think that the denzer of expulsion is inaginary. 
Palestine is a country of 10,000 square niles (less than half the size 
of Neva Scotia), rost of it rocky and uncultivatable, even acccrding to 
the mest optimistic forecasts; it contains very few worthwhile raw 
materials. Its present density of population is 200 per fauare mile, 
nzainst 45 in the U.S.A. and + in Canada, Its arsb pepulation is crowe 
ing very rapidly - as is that of the neighbouring countries cf Syria 
Lebanc:; and Ezypt = at a rate which would double it in less than 0 


Years. 


In this small congested ccuntry it is propesed to settle 
2,200,000 Jews in the next 10 years, The cconoric dangers indeed are 
encrmous, more then offsetting the few.benefits so far derived fron 
Jewish immigration. There is above all the danger that the Zicnists 
will try to crente a Lebensraum for themselves by expelling their .rab 
minority - which will not be a particularly docile and cooperative 
ninority anywaye 


(i) Finally there is the religicus elurent which cdds fuel to the 
naticnalist conflict. One more I rust emphasize that Loslems regard 
Jerusalem, Hebron and other plsces as holy cities. The irgertance of 
Pelestine fcr Christians hardly nocds rention, but you may net be aware 
that Christians form 10% of the population cof Palestine, 254 cf that of 
Syria and over 50% of that of Lebanon. 


THY of i8S_ OF SURROUNDING COUNTIES OFFOSE 
You have seen why the arabs of Palestine oppose Zionism, In this 


opposition they have been backed by the arabs of all the surrounding 
countries: Syria, Lebanon, Ireq, Transjordan, Saudi arabia, Yemen and 


This scelidarity between the different pars of cone same people is 
not surprising; counterparts ec uld be found in the history cf any 
nation. a recent exer ete wos lately given by the U.S. when race riots 


f Detreit had repercussions all over the country. In addition, the 
special religicus significance cf Palestine has greatly intensified the 


attachment cf all Arabs to it. 


But thers 2re also less sentimental reasons fcr the concern of the 
arabs over Falestine. aA glance ot the map will show ycu that that 
country cecupies a centrel position in the arab woitid, being the only 
land bridge between the arabs of asia and these of africa. In hostile 
hands, Falestine cculd peralize the whole arab world and a Zicnist 
Prlestine is certain sccner cr later to be hestile,. 


a Zionist Palestine, furthermore, presents a erave economic 
threat te the surrounding arab lands, The only hope cf making the 
Jewish State sclvent is by intensive industrialization, fer the agrice 
ultural possibilities sre vury linited. B8ut industry needs rtarkets 
and clnest the ie available rarkets would me the Arad lands. Zionists 
dream of a semiecolonial arab hinterland, from which they would draw 
their raw materinls and to which they would ae their goods. But the 
arabs do not relish such a proope 2ct, being clsco engaged in developing 
their own industry, especially in Egypt, Lebanon and Syria. 


abas CLALS 


So ruch fcr the renscns why arabs ofrose Zionism. It is now tine 
to examine the clsius which both sides make to Falestine. 


The arab claiss can be very simply stated: 


3 (a) For at least 13 centuries - and probably much longer - the 
ancestors cf the present arebd inhabitants have cccupied Falestine, con- 
tinucusly and ee ee This gives the arabs the cnly right rec- 
ognized by international law, comr.ion sense and decency; The Right of 
Possessicn springing frcm long, continuous and uninterrupted cecupetion; 
the right of prescription. It is the only right which the French, the 
Chinese, the hussians cr any other people have to the land they live in. 


. 


(b) Te this should be added a closely connected clain: the 27 
right cf a people to deternine itself, In 1917 the arabs forrei c oF4 
of thep-pulation of Falestine, Even teday, after a heavy innie 
inposed upon then, they form over two-thirds, If ever any pec] 
right tc selfedeturmiration, we are that pecrle. 


JEWISH CLAILS 

We can now exarine the Zicnist claims. It is essential to dis- 
entangle these befcre criticizine them, fcr much of the appeal f 
Zionist propaganda springs from the cumulative effert cf half a dozen 
claims piled on top of each other. 


(a) “Tell, first the Zionists claim Palestine because it was their 
lend. It was indeed - or rather o small part of it was - and for about 
three to four centuries. B3ut they left it 1900 years aco - most of then 
vcluntarily - some against their will. An ubsence of 1900 years surely 
means the loss of a clair, If we were willing to allow the clain of 
the Jews to Falestine, we should have to allow the clains of the British 
to nest of France, of tie French tc Canada and Louisiana, of the Arabs 
to Spain (hasten to add that we do not clain Spain)$ and even cf the 
Italians to Britain. If we are willing tc cco back 1900 years who would 
be safe in his hone? 


(b) The second Zicnist claim is that the country was premised to 
them in the Balfour Declaration. But even assuring that Lord 3elfour did 
promise them Palestine (end only the Lord and Lerd Balfour know what was 
ccntained in that nasterzpiece of ambir-uity), it is clear that no one can 
give away scmething which dcesn't belong to hin - especially if thet 
Something happens to belong to an Ally whe is fichting by his side, which 
3s what the Arabs were dcing in 1917, fighting by the side of the British 
gpainst the Turks. 


Imagine the outcry if, in 194+, ur. Churchill cr Iresident 
Roosevelt had promised part of Selgiun tc the French and in additicn 
expected the 3elgians to be crateful because the rest of their csuntry 
had been liberated - except that in sur case, the "liberated" parts 
were put under British and French mandates, a very thinly-veiled plar 
of colonization. 


(c) The third Ziorist arcuzent is that a special religious tie 
binds the Jews to Palestine. This is true, cf course, though a similar 
tie binds Christiens and the Loslems 2s well. But no religious tie, 
however strong, can give rise to 4 political claim. an American or 
Usnadian Catholic is attached to Rome, but he does not therefore clain 
sovereignty over Italy. All he can sk is the right to worship freely - 
which no one has thought of denying tc the Jews, 


(d) The next Zionist argument is huranitsrian - the pettsecuted 
Jews have the right to ae home and shelter. Of course they do, as 
individual human beings, but they do not therefore have the right to 
found a Strte at someone else's expense, Other D.P!s (70% of whom 
are Christiai.) would be only too grateful if they were accepted as 
ordinary citizens and given ordinary citizer. rights in Britain, the U.S., 
Canada, Argentine, or anywhere else in the world, and the Jews do not 
have the right to ask for more than that. 


The refugee problem could be solved in less than six months 
if every state agreed to take a certain quota of DF's, If the more 
fortunately situated countries like the U.5. and Canada were prepared 
to play their part we too would play ours, - in fact we have more than 
done so already. 


(e) The last Zionist argurent need not detain us long: it is 
based on the superior culture of the Jews und the econonic benefits 
derived by the Arabs. This of course is the stock argument of all 
aggressors, of the Germans in Poland, the Japanese in Lanchukuo and the 


Italians in Abyssinia, 


When examined in detail, the contention that the arabs appreciably 
benefited from Zionism does not stand. The few Arabs who sold their 
lends to the Jews certainly did benefit, but not the mass of arabs. 
Jewish farmers are nct allowed to employ Arabs and Jewish industrialists 
rarely do so. Jewish consumers buy only 6% of their food stuffs fron 
Arab farmers, Jewish schools teach in Hebrew and are not attended by 


. , r : } - 2 : o f . ) \ 

arabs. Jewish hospitals hive provided services for only 6% of the LL 
sot : : : 

Arabs, the other 94% attending Government or private hospitals, 


AS against this, Arabs have had to pay, a5 consumers, for the 
protection given tc Jewish industry and as taxpayers for the huge 
share of the budget spent on security measures. 


These, thep, are the tvo sides of the Argurent, and you will, I 
think agree that the Arab case is as watertight as any that has ever 
been put forward. 


The Arab solution follows logically: Palestine should be dcc- 
lared an independent unitary State. «although the Jews who came into 
Palestine since 1918 did so against the will of the Arabs, we are pre- 
pared to guarantee them wider minority rights than are given by almost 
any State. In addition to enjoying equal political and civil rights, 
the Jews would have a wide measure of municipal and cultural autonomy 
and Hebrew would become a secongofficial languace. 


Instead the U.N. or rather the U.S. using its enormous power 
has decided to partition Palestine, 


‘ In this the U.S. was powerfully aided by the Canadian Delegate, 
about whom the following statements were rade by the U.N. Correspondent 
of the New York Times: 


“ & special word shculd be said for Lester B. Pearson, 
the Canadian representative, without whose efforts 
it would have been ir.possible to imagine a decision 
on the Palestine question in this assembly. It was 
ha, Pearson who, with untiring industry, patched up 
the fragile Soviete-imerican understanding cach time 
the whole plan received a rew blow from the sritish. 
The partition plan may turn out te be 4 mistake, but 
even a mistake is better than the deadlock which would 
have been inevitable had Lr. Pearson stayed in Ottawa." 
One may doubt whether a mistake is better than a deadlock, whether it 
is advisable torour gasoline on the fire just in order to do something. 
Great Britain, which has had more experience in the Liddle East than 
any other country, apparently thought it wiser to abstain, and the 
Canadian Delegate might have done better by following the British 
rather thin the american lead, 


I shall not go into a deteiled criticism of the partition plan 
which is riddled with injustices and weaknesses, Administratively it 
is unworkable, morally it is unjust, economically it is suicidal. The 
arabs, who materially helped the Allies in Egypt, Libya and North Africa 
and who lost over 100,000 men on the battlefield alone, could have 
expected o fairer deal. Instead, I shall examine, briefly, the repercus- 
sions which the establishment of e Jewish State will have on the parties 
ecncerncd. 


WILL THE WORLD BENEFIT ihOi. THE PaLeSTINE PakTITION PLAN 


I think the best way to approach this problem is by examining the 
effect which the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine - for that 
is the real meaning of partition - will have on the parties concerned. 
These parties sre first the Jews and Arabs; secondly the United States 
and Russia, as chief sponsors of the plan; lastly the rest of the world 
which will also be indirectly affected. 


1) The Jews fall, for the purposes of this discussion into three 
main groups: those inside Palestine; those in the othe: arab countries; 
and those in the U.S. and the rest of the world, 


(a) A Jewish State ir Palestine would be the flimsiest and 
nost precarious state in the world. How can a tiny congested state with 
a population of 1,000,000 or 2,000,000, with a fundamentally unbalanced 
econony, living on international charity -- how can such a state hope 
to survive against the bitter hostility of 60,000,000 Arabs surrounding 
it on all sides? Whether they admit it or not, the Jews in Palestine 
are and must remain dependent upon the goodwill of the arabs, and nothing 
can lose them that goodwill more than the founding of a Jewish State, 


Z 


Oe 


(bo) The Jews in other Arab countries - who outnumber the } 4 
Jews of Palestine - will be put in a very difficult, even tragic posi- <i 
tion by the ostablishment of a Jewish Statc. Relations with their 
Apab neighbours, which have so far been satisfactory, will be poisoned, 


(c) The position of Jews in the rest of the world, especially 
in the United States will alse be made rore difficult. a Jewish State 
would fire antieSemite: sverywhere; just the pretext they nmed to say 
that the Jews are a people not a religicus sect, hence are alien to the 
country they inhabit and should be driven out cf it. The situation of 
American Jews will be particularly tragic when the majority of americans 
realize that their ccuntry was menceuvered by a small minority of 
organized Jews into supporting 2 policy which is against its own 
interests. I say a small minority because the vast majority of American 
Jews are non-Zionist or anti-Zionist, considering themselves as patriotic 
Americans cf the Jewish faith. 


11) The arabs too stand to suffer greatly. A Jewish State in the 
very heart of the Arab world - for Palestine is the only bridge between 
the 20,000,000 arabs of Asia and the 40,000,000 of North Africa = imposed 
on them by outside force; including a large Arab minority; such a State 
will be a perpetual challenge to the Arabs, one to be eliminated at all 
costs. 


For a Jewish State constitutes 2 positive threat to its ncigh- 
bours, inview of the powerful expansion tendencies in Zionism. It is 
an open secret that the Zionists have accepted partition only as a first 
step because it gives then a secure foothold and status. A large section 
has already announced that: " Any commitments made by the Jewish Agency 
purporting to surrender any part of the Hebrew patrimony are null and void 
This patrimony, I may remird you, includes Trans-Jordan and a large 
section of Lebanon and Syria as well as the whole of Palestine. It is 
certain that the Jews will increase their claims as soon as they have 
securely established themselves and the arabs cannot remain iniifferent 
to such a threat. We can now pass on to the parties which are less 
directly concerned. 


111) The first of these is the U.S. americans are beginning to 
appreciate the vital inpertance of the Liddle East, which ccntains almost 
half of the oil reserves of the world and is the strategic centre of the 
Old Werld. Only a few days ago, Secretary of De’ence, Forrestall, stress- 
ed the importance te america of being able to draw on iiddle East oil 
wells and of denying their use to a hostile power and declared that 
American interests in the j.iddle East had been hurt by America's role 
in forcing partition. You rey also rerember that urder the iarshall 
Plan Europe is to draw 15,000,000 tons of oil from the Liddle East, 


The strategic significance of the arab lands is hardly less 
great for those lands control the whole scuthern half of the Mediterran- 
ean Sea, from Gilbraltar to Smyrna. The part played by the Mediterranean 
during the last World War has not been forgotten and the events of the 
last few years have if anything increased its importance. Remember that 
the i.editerranean is the only large wedge cf sea thrust into the heart 
of the Old World, and remember that the seapower of the Western Dene 
ocracies is overwhelming. Only so can you truly appreciate the strategic 
value of the liediterranean lands, especially the Arab lands. 


Now, until very recently the United States enjcyed the goodwill 
of the Arabs more than did any other nation, because the Arericans came 
to us either as missionaries and teachers or as businessmen, not as 
colonizers, and we like what little we kncw of tke Canadians. Now how= 
ever the Arabs are becoming increasingly hostile to the U.S., which they 
hold primarily responsible for partition tecause of the great pressure 
put by U.S. Governnent“Delezates of U.N. Besides, Arabs cannct be 
expected to ignorethe fact that Zionist terrcrist activities were fine 
anced by Americans and Canadians whose Governments allowed them to 
‘deduct such contributions frcnm their income tax payrents. 


The troubles and unrest which will take place in the urabd world 
cannot but injure American and British interests - and consequently, 
though indirectly, Canadian interests - in that region. The cnly State 
which can possibly gain is Russia. a 





(a) First because unrest is always faveUrable to the spread of 
revolutionary doctrines like Bolshevisn. 


76 
(b) Seecndly vecause the Russians ean send nany trained azents € 
inte Palestine, as refugees frcem Eastern Eurcpe: afterall how is one 
to distinzuish Jewish from non Jewish refuszees, and Cormunists from 
anti-Communists? 


(c) Thirdly because any internaticnal action will invelve the 
sending of Russian troups to Palestine. Russia who has been barred 
cut of the liediterranenn through Greece and Turkey by American aotion 
will come in quite casily thrcugh Palestine, 


(1) Fourthly because the setting up of am independent state to 
accommodate a dissatisfied mincrity will give the Russians exactly 
the precedent they need, What is sauce for Palestine is sauce for 
Azerbaijan, Macedonia, Kurdistan and the nerth of Turkey. 


1V) REST OF TORLD 





There is a great danger that the ccnflict in Palestine will 
poison relations between East and West. The mest impertant event of 
cur tine is the spread of Western culture over the whole werld and the 
efforts being made by the Eastern civilizations - the Chinese, Indian, 
Arab and so forth - to adapt themselves tc it. It is essential fcr 
both East and West that this adjustment shculd take place in an atmose- 
phere of mutual respect and equality. Any atterpt by the Vest to 
dominate the East can only preduce violent reactions leading to an effort 
to reject Western culture and fight the Vest. This would ce 4 great 
disaster fcr both East and Vest. In view of this it is noteworthy that 
a1] the Eastern delegations in the U.N. (India, Pekistan, Turkey, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Siam) voted against partition, except China cn which the 
T.8. put great pressure to abstain. 


For 300,000,000 iicslerms, the war in Palestine is taking the 
character cf « Holy War -- there have been mass demonstrations in India, 
Iran, Burma and cther Eastern countries. 


It would be tragic inde 4 if partition which far fren solving 
aggravates the Jewish problem, which strikes the Arabs in a vital got; 
which materially injures the Middle East interests of the Viestern 
democracies; would alsc lead to a deterioration of relations between 
Christianity and Islam, between East and ‘est. 


